
 

 

                             HASA's 2010 FALL SOCIAL             by Dr. Lois Mautte

    

"HASA is Working for You" was the theme of the annual fall social which was held at Higgins Hall on 

October 19th. More than 130 members were present to not only engage in an evening of fellowship but to 

obtain pertinent information about HASA's initiatives for the 2010-2011 school year.  

 

HASA President Dr. Linda Denison opened the evening's festivities by welcoming School Board Members 

Candy Olson and Dr. Jack Lamb. Superintendent MaryEllen Elia introduced her senior staff members and 

expressed gratitude to administrators for all that they do for students in the classroom. 

Executive Director Dr. John Miliziano introduced 

special guests Stacy Frank and Russ Patterson, 

both of whom are running for the State House of 

Representatives.  HASA and FASA have 

endorsed these two candidates based on their 

commitment to public school education. Dr. 

Miliziano stated that November 2nd will be a 

crucial vote and the 2011 legislative session 

could be devastating to educators. He urged 

those in attendance at the social to vote for 

individuals who would support education in 

Florida. 



Wendy Harrison, HASA Grants and Professional Development chairperson, gave brief comments about 

available funds for HASA members to use for professional growth opportunities.   Mrs. Tee Solomon, 

Mentoring Program chair, spoke regarding the successful implementation and progress of HASA’s Mentoring 

Program.   Additional information on both initiatives can be found on HASA’s website, www.hasaonline.com.  

 

 

The HASA annual membership drive culminated at the social and 

was a huge success.  A total of 51 administrators joined HASA 

during the fall campaign, exceeding the set goal of 50 for 2010.  

Five new administrators joined HASA on the spot at the Social!   

As promised, a $500 cash drawing was held that included the 

names of all 51 new members.  Dr. Miliziano waved the crisp, one-

hundred dollar bills as Kent Voges of VALIC had the honor of 

drawing the name. New HASA member Kilsys Garcia, assistant 

principal at Morgan Woods Elementary and also a new participant 

in HASA’s Mentoring Program won the $500 cash prize drawing.  

Congratulations, Ms. Garcia!   

Also in attendance from FASA, was Dr. Larry Woods.  During his remarks he 

pledged his leadership over the next two years, stating now more than ever a 

strong voice for education and administrators is needed, and asked for non-

FASA members to consider joining. He shared his efforts to build 

collaboration with other entities that support education, such as the state 

teachers union and the school board association and asked for Dr. 

Miliziano’s assistance as a mentor as he assumes the role of leading FASA 

to a new level. He commended HASA for its strength in membership, efforts 

to expand the coalition state-wide and establishment and communication of 

the very real and relevant legislative issues.   

 

Following an evening of camaraderie, HASA's business partners 

presented wonderful door prizes consisting of gift certificates and gift 

baskets to members.  The business partners in attendance included: 

Baccarella & Baccarella, Greg Fenlon/Balfour, Bryn Alan by Life 

Touch, Herff Jones, Hillsborough Education Foundation, Karp and 

Associates, Liberty Mutual, Douglas Mortellaro, CPA,  Nova 

Southeastern University, Suncoast Schools Federal Credit Union, 

VALIC Financial Associates, and Westshore Financial. In addition, 

HASA board member Christine Hanjian donated two lovely, 

handcrafted afghans as door prizes.  

 

Throughout the 2010-2011 school year, HASA members can be rest assured that HASA is “Working 

for Them” through its discussion of issues relevant to school board employees, business partnership 

program, legislative advocacy, and scholarships and awards. 


